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Education  
 

Ph. D.- 1987 in Soil Microbiology with thesis on “Biochemical interactions between Azospirillum 

brasilense and roots of pearl millet”, University of Jodhpur, India 

 

M.Sc.,- 1976 in Microbiology, Osmania university, Hyderabad, India. 

 

B.Sc., - 1974 Biology, Chemistry and Physics, Government college, Khammam, AP, India. 

 
Experience profile  
 

 Dr. B.Venkateswarlu has a total of 30 years of research experience in the field of agricultural 

microbiology.  He worked in various capacities at ICRISAT, CAZRI and CRIDA since 1976.  His main 

research contributions have been in the fields of biofertilisers,  PGPR and soil organic matter dynamics. 

He has handled 10 research projects so far at national level, which include one funded by USDA, one 

funded by ACIAR (Australia) and one by AP Netherlands biotechnology programme. Currently he is 

Director of the Central Research Institute for Dryland Agriculture which is one of the premier institutes of 

ICAR working on dryland agriculture and climate change.  Earlier, he was Head of the Division of Crop 

Sciences and Principal Scientist in Agricultural Microbiology and implemented several research projects 

in the fields of biological nitrogen fixation, biofertilizers and PGPR for over 25 years.  Most recently, he 

served as the Co-Principal Investigator of the ICAR Network Project on Application of Micro-organisms in 

Agriculture and Allied Sectors (AMAAS) for the Sub-Project on Abiotic Stress Management. 

 

 Dr. Venkateswarlu has published more than 85 research papers in national and international 

journals, presented 50 papers in seminars, symposia and workshops in India and abroad, written three 

books.  He also extensively contributed to the local press, electronic media and many national and 

international magazines/news letters on issues related to bio inputs in agriculture, its application and 

public safety etc., Visited a number of countries like USA, Canada, Australia, Malaysia, UK, Thailand and 

China under scientist exchange programmes and as a member of scientist delegation etc. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Special recognitions and important professional assignments   
 

1. Best paper prize at the 7th International Biotechnology Conference, New Delhi, November 1984, 

to a paper on formulation of complete liquid medium for Azospirillum. 

 

2. Invited to advise M/s.Godavari Fertilizers and Chemicals, Hyderabad, AP in setting up of the 

biotechnology unit in 1993. 

 

3. Worked as a Member of the scientific team to identify research priorities in biotechnology under 

the AP-Netherlands Project of Institute of Public Enterprises, Hyderabad during May, 1994.   

 

4. Best research paper award on neem micropropagation technology and its commercialisation at 

International Tree Conference on Micro propagation (IUFRO), April 1998, New Delhi. 

 

5. Worked as an Expert Member of the Scientific Team to develop a rainfed farming research 

project for eastern India sponsored by HRDA/DFID, UK in October 4-8, 1999. 

 

6. Member of the Indian Federation of Organic Farming Movements (IFOAM). 

 

7. Worked as Member, Board of Studies in Microbiology of the Dept. of Microbiology, Osmania 

University, Hyderabad and Gulbarga University, Karnataka, for one term. 

 

8. Honorary Member, Board of Directors, Hyderabad biolife, a leading manufacturer of 

biopesticides and biofertilisers in Hyderabad, A.P. 

 

9. Technical adviser and consultant to a number of private and nongovernmental organisation in 

the area of biotechnology application in agriculture. 

 

10. Worked as in charge of IPR cell at the institute and attended/organised a number of awareness 

training programmes to scientists on WTO, IPRs with special reference to Agricultural 

biotechnology. 

 

11. Gave special lectures on IPRs and biotechnology at several formal and informal meetings, 

seminars, training programmes at research institutes and colleges in India. 

 

12. Member of the technical programme committee for the World Neem Conference, Mumbai, 

November 2002. 

 

 

Membership of  Professional Societies  
 

1. Member of  the New York Academy of Sciences 

2. Life Member of Association of Microbiologists of India. 

3. Member (Associate) of All India Biotech Association, New Delhi. 

4. Member of Neem Foundation, Mumbai. 

5. Life Member of Indian Society of Oilseeds Research, Hyderabad. 

6. Member of Indian Society of Dryland Agricultural Research, Hyderabad. 



 

 

 

Research Supervision 

He has guided 4 students for Ph.D. in Microbiology and acted as External Examiner for the Ph.D thesis in 

several Universities in India like Kolkata University,  University of Agricultural Sciences, Dharwad, 

Gulbarga University, Osmania University, Nagarjuna University, etc.   

He is recognised Guide for Ph.D degree in the field of Microbiology in Osmania University and Jawaharlal 

Nehru Technological University, Hyderabad.  Currently,  5 students are pursuing Ph.D degree in Soil 

Microbiology in different specialisations with these two universities. 

 
 
Publications 
 

i) Research papers 84 (44 International, 40 national) 

ii) Papers presented at Seminars/ 

symposia/conferences 

73 

iii) Books and chapters in books 17 

iv) Popular articles   22 
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